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Email: euw33@psu.edu 

 
EDUCATION 
Doctoral Candidate in Sociology, Pennsylvania State University   In Progress 

Dissertation title: “Institutionalizing Social Justice in Academia: Social Movement 
Origins and Scholar-Activism in the Field of Peace & Conflict Studies” 
Committee: Gary Adler (Chair), Charles Seguin, David Baker, Amanda Scott (Outside 
member in History and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies) 

 
M.A. in Sociology, Pennsylvania State University     Summer 2022 

Completed master’s thesis: “The Relationship between Professional and Lay Expertise 
within an Advocacy Field: Historical Changes in the ‘Intellectual and Developmental 
Disability’ Construct” 
Committee: Gary Adler (Chair), Charles Seguin, Alan Sica, Sarah Brothers 

  
AY 2021-2022 Recipient of Department’s Huber-Form Thesis Award 

 
M.A. in Sociology, Lehigh University      Spring 2018 
B.A. in Sociology, Grove City College      Spring 2015 
 
 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 
Culture, Religion, Social Theory, History and Philosophy of the Social Sciences, Social 
Movements and Organizations, Disability, Sociology of Knowledge, Historical Sociology 
 
 
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
Wolff, Elise. 2025. “The Power of Naming: Discursive Politics from the Perspective of Expertise 
in an Intellectual Disability Advocacy Field.” Sociology of Health & Illness 47(4):e70048. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9566.70048 
 
Wolff, Elise. 2025. “A Legacy of Revision: Maintaining Professional Expertise over the 
Changing Diagnosis and Classification of Intellectual Disability in the United States.” The 
Sociological Quarterly 66(1):191-214. https://doi.org/10.1080/00380253.2024.2378968 
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Albanese, Anthony, Elise Wolff, and Alan Sica. 2023. “Forgetting the Founders? The Uses of 
Classical Theory Today.” Society 60(5):722-732. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12115-023-00873-6 
 
Wolff, Elise. 2020. “The Christian Science Church in the Twenty-first Century.” Journal of
 Contemporary Religion 35(3):565-573. doi:10.1080/13537903.2020.1811538 
 
 
IN-PROGRESS 
Maryl, Damon, Gary Adler, Jonathan Coley, Rebecca Sager, and Elise Wolff. “A Farewell to 
Public Religion? Retheorizing and Assessing the Public Relevance of Religion.” Revise and 
resubmit at American Journal of Sociology 
 
Adler, Gary, Damon Mayrl, Eric Plutzer, Jonathan Coley, Rebecca Sager, and Elise Wolff. 
“Simply a Sign of the Season?: Christmas Trees as Cultural Ciphers in the Governmental 
Management of Diversity.” Revise and resubmit at American Sociological Review  
 
Wolff, Elise. “Beyond Student Protest: Program Origins and the Efforts to Institutionalize Social 
Movement-Related Academic Fields in US Higher Education.” Under Review 
 
 
AWARDS 
Penn State McCourtney Institute for Democracy. 2025. Research in Democracy Support Grant, 
$2,500. To use for dissertation research trips to several university/college library archives. 
 
University of Notre Dame Cushwa Center for the Study of American Catholicism. 2025. 
Research Travel Grant, $1,334. To use for dissertation research trip to University of Notre Dame 
university and library archives.  
 
Penn State College of the Liberal Arts, Office of Research and Graduate Studies. 2024/2025. 
RGSO Dissertation Support, $2,000. To use for dissertation research trip to Swarthmore Peace 
Collection and surrounding college archives.   
 
Penn State Religious Studies Initiative. 2024. Graduate Religious Studies Harshbarger Paper 
Prize, $500. “What Local Government Officials Want Us to Know and What Else Their 
Responses Can Tell Us: Commonly Deployed Schemas in Feedback to a Pilot Survey on 
Religion-State Interactions” 
 
Penn State Sociology and Criminology Department. AY 2021-2022. Huber-Form Thesis Award 
for Best Sociology Master’s Thesis, $700. Awarded to thesis that “exemplifies excellence in 
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theory, methods, and overall scholarly quality…[and] the potential for the student’s research to 
make a future impact on sociology” 
 
 
RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE 
Graduate Research Assistant, Gary Adler     Summer 2022-Present 
Graduate Research Assistant, Charles Seguin              Fall 2020-Spring 2022 
Research Assistant, Gary Adler and Selena Ortiz      Summer 2021 
Research Assistant, Gary Adler        Summer 2020 
Research Support, Penn State University            Fall 2018-Summer 2020 

Psychology Department, Stephen Wilson lab 
Teaching Assistant, Lehigh University           Spring 2017-Spring 2018 
Research Assistant, Judith Lasker                Winter 2017 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Guest Lecture on ‘The Secular Paradox.’ April 4, 2023. Penn State University. SOC 461 
Sociology of Religion taught by Gary Adler 
 
Teaching Assistant. Lehigh University. Spring 2017-Spring 2018. Consisted of grading and 
providing feedback to students, managing attendance and grades, and meeting with students as 
needed. Introduction to Sociology included teaching two 50-minute recitation sections per week 
 -Introduction to Sociology taught by Danielle Lindemann 

-Sociology of Reality TV taught by Danielle Lindemann 
 -Cultural Anthropology taught by Bruce Whitehouse 
 
 
TEACHING CERTIFICATES 
CIRTL Associate Level Certificate. Completed May 2025. Penn State University. Schreyer 
Institute for Teaching Excellence. Center for the Integration of Research, Teaching, and 
Learning 
 
Teaching Online Program (TOP) Level 1 Certificate. Completed March 2025. Penn State 
University. Provost Endorsement Program, Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost 
and the Office of the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
Poster Presentation on “Social Movement Ties and the Effort to Institutionalize Peace/Conflict 
Studies as a Legitimate Field.” March 2025. Penn State Graduate Research Exhibition.  
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(With Gary Adler) “A Farewell to Public Religion? Retheorizing and Assessing the Public 
Relevance of Religion.” March 2025. Penn State Culture and Politics Workshop 
 
Roundtable Discussion on “The Power of Naming: Discursive Politics Surrounding Ideology and 
Framing in a Disability Advocacy Field.” August 2024. American Sociological Association 
Annual Meeting, Collective Behavior and Social Movements Roundtables. Montreal, QC 
 
Paper Presentation on “A Legacy of Revision: Historical Changes in the Professional Diagnosis 
and Classification of Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities.” August 2023. American 
Sociological Association Annual Meeting, Disability and Society Regular Session. Philadelphia, 
PA 
 
“Revision as a Major Legacy: Rhetoric of Continuity and Change in the Professional Diagnosis 
and Classification of Intellectual and Developmental Disability.” January 2023. Penn State 
Culture and Politics Workshop  
 
Roundtable Discussion on “The Christian Science Church in Africa.” February 2017. Eastern 
Sociological Society Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA  
 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES AND MEMBERSHIPS 
American Sociological Association, 2020-Present 
 Section Memberships: Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity; Collective Behavior and
 Social Movements; Sociology of Culture; Sociology of Religion 
Social Science History Association, 2024-Present 
Penn State Sociology Paper Competition Reviewer, 2020-Present 
Co-Chair of Penn State Sociology and Criminology Community Service Committee, 2022-2023 
Penn State Religious Studies Graduate Student Advisory Committee, 2020 
Eastern Sociological Society, 2017-2021 
Lehigh University Conference Travel Grant, 2017 
Pi Gamma Mu International Social Sciences Honor Society 
Alpha Kappa Delta International Sociology Honor Society 
Grove City College Alpha Kappa Delta Chapter Vice President, 2014-2015 
 
Reviewer for Work and Occupations (Special Issue) 


