Leslie Pierce
Curriculum Vitae

646 Susan Welch
University Park, PA 16802

Email: Ibp5418@psu.edu
Cell: 479-876-9289

EDUCATION
Ph.D., Criminology - Penn State University Expected 2029
M.A., Criminology - Penn State University Expected Summer
2026
B.A., Criminal Justice - High Point University May 2024

Minor: Psychology

Honors Program Participant
GPA: 3.98

Summa Cum Laude

RESEARCH INTERESTS

- Community context
- Spatial networks
- Victimization

PUBLICATIONS

Peer-Reviewed Publications
Figueroa, C. I., & Pierce, L. (2026). Understanding School Victimization: Influences of
Neighborhood and School Contexts. Journal of School Violence, 1-15.
https://doi.org/10.1080/15388220.2026.2647194

Book Chapters

Evans, G., Pierce, L., & Wilcox, P. Expected 2027. “Victimization and place: The
importance of spatial contexts” Chapter in Jillian J. Turanovic & Kristin M. Lloyd (eds.),
The Oxford Handbook of Victims and Victimization.

Manuscripts Under Review
N/A



https://doi.org/10.1080/15388220.2026.2647194

Manuscripts in Progress
Bowman, R. & Pierce, L. Does change matter?: Examining sentence outcomes and
changing county-level contexts.

Pierce, L., Evans, M., & Graif, C. Adult loneliness and the opioid epidemic in Chicago:
Examining social and spatial spillovers.

Graif, C., Seto, C., Pierce, L., Evans, M., & Risi, J. How social connectedness and
systemic isolation shape the deaths of despair epidemic.

Evans, M., Pierce, L., & Graif, C. Perceptions paper.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

- Guest Lecture: CRIM 559, Communities and Crime
- Mapping inR

- Guest Lecture: CRIM 249, Criminological Theory
- Psychological Theories

WORK AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Graduate ASS|S_,tantsh|p Summer 2026
Pam Wilcox
PARCS Project . )
Senior Research Advisor Ef erslgthOZG
Department of Sociology and Criminology
Pennsylvania Community Supervision (PACS) Project
Advisor: Pamela Wilcox, PhD
Recruit probationers for interviews in PA counties, conduct
surveys of individuals on probation
Graduaga Assiséan'gihip Summer 2025 -
orina Grai Present
Graduate Assistantship Fall 2024 - Spring
Jeff Ulmer 2025

PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE EXPERIENCE

Presenter names bolded



Graif, C., Seto, C., Pierce, L., Evans, M., & Risi, J. (2026). How social connectedness
and systemic isolation shape the deaths of despair epidemic. American Society of
Criminology. Chicago, IL.

Pierce, L. & Evans, M. (2026). Adult loneliness and the opioid epidemic in Chicago:
Examining social and spatial spillovers. American Society of Criminology. Chicago, IL.

Figueroa, C. & Pierce, L. (2025). Understanding school victimization: Influences of
neighborhood and school contexts. American Society of Criminology. Washington, D.C.

UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT SERVICE

Criminology Paper Competition Committee Fall 2026 - Present
Chair
Graduate Student Advisory Committee Spring 2025 -
First-year criminology cohort representative Spring 2026
Crlmlnc():logy I?aper CorEpetltlon Committee Spring 2025 -
ommittee member Spring 2026

HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS

Psi Chi .
Psychology Honor Society Spring 2024
Alpha Phi Sigma

Criminal Justice Honor Society Spring 2023



