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EDUCATION 

2026 Ph.D. in Criminology (expected) 

Pennsylvania State University      

Dissertation: “Minority Threat and Sentencing: A Test of the Threat Perspective Across 

Different Contexts.” Chair: Dr. Jeffery Ulmer  

 

2023 M.A. in Criminology 

Pennsylvania State University    

Thesis: “County-level Population Change and Sentencing Decisions: A Test of Racial/Ethnic 

Threat in Pennsylvania”  

 

2019 B.A. in Criminology, B.A. in Political Science, cum laude 

Villanova University     

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS  

Sentencing; Social Threat; Criminal Justice System Contact; Racial and Ethnic Disparities; Sporting 

Events and Crime 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS  

Ulmer, J. T., & Bowman, R. (2025). Race and Gender Differences in the Age-Sentencing 

Relationship. Crime & Delinquency, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287251359281 

Bowman, R. (2025). Unsportsmanlike Behavior: Examining Variation in Arrests at National 

Football League Games. Deviant Behavior, 1–18.  

 Winner of the 2026 Annual Penn State Criminology Student Paper Competition (published 

paper category) 

MANUSCRIPTS IN PROGRESS  

Bowman, Ryan, and Jeffery Ulmer. “Sentencing American Indians in Minnesota State Courts: 

Reservation vs. Non-Reservation Counties.”  

Bowman, Ryan, and Leslie Pierce. “Does Change Matter? How Changing County-Level 

Characteristics Influence Individual-Level Sentencing Outcomes.”  
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Bowman, Ryan, Miranda A. Galvin, Brian Johnson, Kevin Petersen, and Allison Redlich. “Out of 

the shadows: The role of evidence in plea discounts.”   

Bowman, Ryan, and Megan Kurlychek. “Convictions and Recidivism: The Evolving Role of Old 

Criminal Records on Modern Policy.”  

 Winner of the 2025 Annual Penn State Criminology Student Paper Competition (working 

paper category) 

AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND HONORS 

2026  1st Place – Student Paper Competition (published paper category)  

  Department of Sociology and Criminology, Pennsylvania State University   

 “Unsportsmanlike Behavior: Examining Variation in Arrests at National Football 

League Games” 

 

2025  1st Place – Student Paper Competition (working paper category)  

  Department of Sociology and Criminology, Pennsylvania State University   

 “Convictions and Recidivism: The Evolving Role of Old Criminal Records on 

Modern Policy” 

2021  Graduate Student Scholar Award, Pennsylvania State University ($2,000) 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

2025 –  Graduate Assistant, Pennsylvania State University, Miranda Galvin 

Worked with prosecutorial data from Baltimore, MD, to analyze the role of 

evidentiary factors on the size of plea discounts defendants receive, and whether that 

varies based on the defendant’s race/ethnicity.    

 

2021 – 2024 Graduate Assistant, Pennsylvania State University, Megan Kurlychek    

 Assisted with the development of the Rochester Youth Development Study (RYDS). 

Prepared and edited the survey instrument, uploaded the survey instrument to 

Qualtrics, and oversaw the administration of the online survey to hundreds of 

participants.  

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

CRIM/SOC 596: Stata Lab (1 credit), Instructor of Record 

Fall 2023, Fall 2024, Fall 2025, Pennsylvania State University 

Enrollment: 11-16 students 

 

CRIM/SOC 467: Law and Society (3 credits), Instructor of Record  

Spring 2024, Pennsylvania State University 
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Enrollment: 39 students 

 

CRIM/SOC 574: Statistical Methods in Social Research (3 credits), Teaching Assistant  

Fall 2023, Fall 2024, Fall 2025, Pennsylvania State University 

 

  

PRESENTATIONS 

Professional Presentations  

2025 Bowman, Ryan, and Jeffrey Ulmer. “Race and Gender Differences in the Age-Sentencing 

Relationship.” November 14, 2025. Paper presentation at the 2025 American Society of 

Criminology Annual Meeting. Washington, D.C.  

2024 Bowman, Ryan, and Megan Kurlychek. “Conviction to Conviction: A New Look at Old Prior 

Records.” November 13, 2024. Paper presentation at the 2024 American Society of 

Criminology Annual Meeting. San Francisco, CA.  

2023 Bowman, Ryan. “A Life Course Analysis of Elliot Rodger’s Manifesto and its connection to 

Incel Culture.” November 18, 2023. Paper presentation at the 2023 American Society of 

Criminology Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.  

2022 Bowman, Ryan. “County-level Population Change and Sentencing Decisions: A Test of 

Racial/Ethnic Threat in Pennsylvania.” November 16, 2022. Paper presentation at the 2022 

American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting. Atlanta, GA. 

Bowman, Ryan. “Flag on the Play: Using Situational Criminology to Understand Spectator 

Arrests at NFL Games.” November 16, 2022. Paper presentation at the 2022 American Society 

of Criminology Annual Meeting. Atlanta, GA. 

 Bowman, Ryan. “Hispanic Racial and Ethnic Threat: County-level Population Change and 

Sentencing Outcomes.” March 18, 2022. Paper Session at the 2022 American Criminal Justice 

Sciences Annual Meeting. Las Vegas, NV.  

Invited Talks 

2023 Bowman, Ryan. “Strain and Anomie Theories” & “Social Learning Theories”   

 Guest Lecture, CRIM 441 (Juvenile Justice System) 

 Spring 2023 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Journal Reviewer: 

Journal of School Violence, Deviant Behavior 
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Pennsylvania State University 

2024 – present  Member, Graduate Student Advisory Committee 

2022 – present  Chair, Coding and Data Committee 

2021 – present  Member, Criminology Graduate Recruitment Committee 

2021 – 2022   Member, Criminology Social Events Committee 
 


